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1 CHRON, 19.3 
| dud the Children of Iſſachar, which were men that 
bad underiiandiug of the times, to know what 
Jrael ought to do-+-- 


T His Text bears an. excdllent CharaGer of a Party, who eame 


p - . . 8 
& tis. _ _ 


'_ with othersin a very Critical JunQure to Hebrox, to affift 
in making David King, 'Sex! now being out of the way,and 
the time of fulfilling the promiſe to David. being now at © 
hand 5 wherein you have a5 adeſcription of the Party thus Cha- 

racterized, 1. From their Tribe, they were Children of Iſſachary a 
Tribe whoſe Motto was, « #Frong Afr couching down between two 'bur- 
dens, as. Gen. 49. 14. diſcovering their Diſpoſition, Strength, and 
Employment about worldly concerns... The Lord will bring” off people 
f fromtheir wvorldly affairs, 'vuhen be: hath ſervice for them, -2./Fromtheir 
Number, they were-200 that came to afliſt in the work, Tho people 
be at ſome diſadvantages, yet ought they not to vvithdravv their hand from 
the Lord's wwork, And-3. Fromtheir Station, all of them had 'com- 
mand over-their Brethren, ' either in. a Civil or Military: capacity. 
Strong obligations lyes upon thoſe in places of Truſs and Command, to pu 
their hand to the Lord's work, (2.) You have-the CharaRer- it ſelf, 
which beyond may others they: did bear; they had underſtanding 
of the times : Where weare 1. to conſider what is meant by times? 
By times here is not meant properly that which Philoſophers call the 
meaſure of Motion by fill and laſt 3 But Figuratively, the ſtate and 


condition of times, ,. or theſe Providences, Affairs, Changes and Vi- 
 ciflixudes that fall out in time, Eh. 1. 13, And 2. What this wnder» 
Janding of the times is 2 It were too narrow a ſenſe to aſtriQ iteither 
to that Phyſical and Aſtrological kgowledge, which they had of the 
- Stars and motions of the Heavens,teaching them the fit Seaſons, (they 
| being for moſt part Huſband-men) of Sowing and Reaping, &e, Or 

A 2 to 


—_ 


to that Hiftorical od Chronol wo Lora which "IM 
of the timesthat were paſt, or ng right computing and «mal = 
rfities of eetedrariog their ſolemn Feaſts; or ta t © Military kaow. | wy 
ledge which they were eadowed withraf theft ſeaſgns of g oing for | wa 
to, and right mariagement of their Wars and __ But it bath | dyno 
4- . To-4hat, Macal Prutlegice; and, q 
Enigw the nature, tende & _ on. with their: — (law £ | 
gecko poſta ad.2. To-thar ſpiricnatwiftom 
underſtanding, whereb 4 yo —— directed «os the: diſtavery. 
right improvementof the intricat providences of their time, which 
ſeemed to beg perpiexed: with ſingular intricacies and tail} | Aid 
ons, and. ly: of che preſeat- ion: o6 making Wald {0 

3; In the Text your have the effe&: and/weſult afhiy | 
;6 ok their underſtanding of the times, be was contetbutive to 
and 'pratice of their own and all Iſzael; preſent duty; | 

y 90A EYet Ty whether as.2 Bod Body Policick, or Keck | | 


hen —o Habra I kavechiinſee: :the Subject efabiotranaacs as 
theſe, which were wen that had underitending of the times , to day | 
mbos Jocel ought. todo: Wherein- you have 4. a 
teurhs, .the handling of whichis notmyprefenc intendment, 4+ That| } 
therearc ſome ſpecial es, .'which-may- noouls 
aChoech-or:Kingdom, Erol. 3, 87> 2. That cheſs) | times and| 
ft-rimes yeryncricatbe difficult Jerſtand, Bud | we 
$4263. 2: A poſition ot other rwa Doftrines, As 1. Thatit «06 wh 
oa: es ret and .commendable -qualifeation', r0- underftand the woe 
timesthat.a:Church-or Kingdommeypaſrunder, 2, That -the-ight} 
IE 7 60a note RE | Th 
g and; management of their preſent 
ere Es cock ff 
Detbx.That itisameceffaryulucy, and commendab 
to underſtand the fingular times or n—ockinoeeciins mays oeſoveſl 5 
Churchcr Kingdom, 5vcd.;8.'5. A wiſe wans heart diſcerne! RAI we 
andjadgwent. Method requires, thatin theproſecutionof __ - 
I hould feſt :gire you thegroundsofit. 23. Whatare-theſe rhing 
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ath. dues, whether of merey.or ofjud 
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Ove c 33. 
nay defycomeco thouydertirading 


1 undurtnd, Anj3. Wha 


wt 4 Thegrounds of this Dodrine are 2, i God hath expreſly com: 


t ye make ſerious refletions 


upon his fioguias prov 
"BG. 66. 5 ory | 
of God, hei; terrilile in his to the children of men. rv 
 phen-the ſeven Seals are opened; Rev. 6, x, A thandering voice. 
| heard, cryings A and how many YR RE IICS 
| peheScriptureto s fipnat Repsand Ex 
2. Bebold, the baſh burued with So ohs: be 22 pat 


isin's ( cial w to this X 7, 14. Hearken 
vil, 0: job, Pond bo for wad ire Rana For A, 


ioLord is fore diſpleaſed with, and uttereth. ſeverethreatnings a- 
thatarenotin this duey, PRI 28% 5. Becquſo they xe- 


, Jaot-the works of the Lord, mor the operations of his hands, he -ſhaf 


and not build thee up. Tr- foes aan 
[e travellecth amongſt ingular eps 
re Cs his-goings,ond lays them 
that ſad challenge, -whereby the-Lord ranks them below 
ESY Jv The- 0x khnowedh- his ownes , and the aſa his ma- 
| noting but awy people do nat haow, ant: Pafidehoe ns 
= 3: Without" this knowledge of' the - times, the Lord 

his due- praifes at our hands, for -how- can we-praiſc him when 
weeannot. difern his loving kindneſs, why will ye be ſo foaliſh and 
| wjulFas to rob God: af the Glory-dueto him. of all his Works, by 


AES9 ELL _ i; RES END: 


weſtudying to underſtand them.” Pal. x07. contains a recprd of 
tywondrous Works, and at-the-clole of every:SeCtion, there is an 
Rdamation, O 1hat wen would praiſe the Lord. &c. Andthelaſt verſe 
wncludes, Whoſo is wiſe, and will obſerve theſe things , even they ſhall 
mderſtand the ldving kindneſs af the Lord. 4. Asthe Lordiby neglect 
1 ofthis Duty, loſes His Praiſes , ſo-we loſe the benefit of Times and 


er 1 Mtovidence, if we do net underſtand them, .for by bis Works, as 
wat well as by his Word, he cauſes his peopleto- profit. And without 
ſt thisdifecrning of the Times, we want a great-part of the Food of our 


ﬆ Faith , the exerciſe of Patience, and occalion-of ſerious Comtem- 


bic dl plation and wanderment. Pſal,.7 4. 14. Thou brakeſt the heads of Le- 


viathan 
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vinthen in pieces, 'and gaveſt him to Eeb drank | 
wildermſi, 5. Without this knowledge of the Times and; Provi.. 
dences, ye cannot well know how to order your, Addrefles to God 
in Prayer and Supplication anent. them, and your own circumſtan.. 
ces under them. F/eh, "109, 4- For, the right underſtanding of ting | 
will afford you many Articles for your Prayers,: prompt you toplead, 
them, and fit you for diſcerning the Lord's returns. For whenthe | 
flouds of great Waters are like to go.over David, he ſays, Pſal, 32, | 
6. For-this ſhall every one that is godly call xpon thee in a time whenthay 

avazeft be. found. And. It is a moſt pleaſant and raviſhing exerci. 
to be ſtudying to underſtand the Times, and theattainments ofthe | 
Saints this way fill their Souls with unſpeakable delightz 1t% one | 
of the Fruits of Chriſt that are ſweet to their Taſte, Pſal, 111221 
The works of the Lord are ſought ont of all theſe that take pleaſure in thaw, 
What a Heaven upon Earth will this advance thee unto? '-O l-what 
pleaſure to perceive the Wiſe Counſeller, and excellent. Workers | mol 
gainſt contrary Winds and Tides from men, ſteering all to the Hay | intc 
bour ofhis own praiſe, the exalting of his Son, and the happineſzof} moi 
his Church, and ſecretly conn on theſe ends, while men are dri5Þ-9+ 1 
ving quite contrary deſigns, how he promotes his defigns, by wick} 3*! 
ed mens oppoſing them 5. and. enlarges and gathers his Church, W 
their ſcattering of it. And O! what ſatisfaCtion as to thy own par} Fro 
ticular caſe, to behold and diſcern-the Lord, ſometimes lifti = and 
up,. ( Pfal. 102. 10.) and ſometimes caſting theedown again, ſome} fi 
times laying you low, asfree among the dead, and again ſetting your} 8tc 
feet. upon a. Rock, and making them like hinds feet, ſo that ye walk ly p 
on high places 3 ſometimes enlarging you and your (eps under you tn 
and again ſtrajtning you, that ye walk as with fetters, now aflixþ wra 
Red, and again delivered 3 wounded and caſt down, and in three] and 
dayes healed and lifted up 3 theſe are part of his wayes, which cath nx 
not. but be pleaſure tous to ſearchinto_ and contemplats Yea, hoyf in 1 
delighting mult it be, to begin that exerciſe here, that ſhall continf 4 
in Heaven ; to view and remember with delight,” the various an carc 
wonderful methods that the wiſe Lord took in bringing you therey fam 


and while you are on Earth, to be tranſported to have your Can our 
fatioq* © 
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| ar} Prophets that have ſeen vain and fooliſh things ferns, ( Lam. 2. 14.) 
thee] and bave not diſcovered our iniquity,to turn away our captivity. but havejeen 
me} fir ws falſe cauſes ofbaniſhment.So theLords peopleare often in the dark, 
our} to the grounds of the Lord's controverſie with them; and frequente - 
valk} ly put to that queſtion, ( Job g- 10.) Shew we wherefore thou comtend- 
row 67 with ve? 2. Thatthereare no ſins which have brought down the 
ffi-f wrath of God upon any Nation, but it hath been. found in ourskirrs, 
ireef and fo cannot rationally expect that he will bear with that in one 
v4 people, which he hath puniſhed ſo ſeverely in another ; bur'that as 
hog A IO, IT. eAs he bath done unto Samaria and her idols, jo will be 


n 
inf do unto Fernſalew, ( Scotland ) «nd her idols.. 'We may ſeethe dead 

andf carcaſſes of other ſipners, and finful Nations lying in our way for the - 
rep fame fins weare guilty of, which may make us halt inthe courle of | 


vel our backſliding and defeRtion, And 3. It Fhould condeſcend pas 
tio} © © Sw 


EO ENOT OS 7 ou OO 
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e particular fins of our times, = the comemy 
pel, Zech.7. 11, 12. Our [dolatry , Exei 
Perfigie, Dent. 29. 24, 25. Lukewarmnels | 
gion. Rev. 3.25. Oppreſli » Exek 8.1 7. 8c. Tt would bet 
a Volum'than a Sermon, to enumerat then, and therefore Thhillh. 
tisfie my ſelf with ſaying, as ii Amor 1. 9. For three tranſereſſun 
\ Thras (Scotland.) «vd nab capyyy bet tam 40m ip: Wien thing. 
of, becayſe, &e. and that in Fer. 30.14. For the multitude of thine 

ties, and becauſe thy favs were eres I have done theſe things wity 
thee. (3. 3 Yeare to ſtudy to underſtand the Sigr) and tokens of 

x Ic 


but can ye not diſcern the ſigns of the times 5 and that both 
and bad ſigns of the times, I will not mention the bad Tigns furth 


than (by way of the contrary) they may be comprehended jnthe 


good 3 but fhall mention only theſe good and promiſing Signs ofaur 
Nee bs be ſtudied and underſtood, Watth. 24, r= Ss, fot 

afteth her bloſſoms we know that ſummer is viear, As 1, Itis a goodand 
promudng Token ofa time, when there-is a meltinpand-mourinig 


| Fane 
rame amongſt the Lord's people for abounding Taku: Jor 21.8. 
rf 


When the people come with weeping and ſupplications;, ack 
way to Zion z which Sigri is ſo to be aaderfiood, 1. As thats | 
our iniquities 'ttHifie againſt us, ( lai. 48. 12.) yet be m—_— 


Names ſake. 2. That what is wanting in oug mourning frame 


our Deliverance may cothe alotigſt with it, orfollow after it. And] 


3.That his Soveraign grace may prove as the dew that waitethnotlar 
-man,or bis frame,butmagnificth it ſelf in delivering ofafiofulandin- 
diſpoſtd,yea ili-diſpoſed people.2. When there is any meaſure of def- 


rable harmony and Union ina State of Church, and every one asone | 
ſtick of Bandsin the hand of the Lord, and with one conjent,. ( Zeph.z. 


9.) And with one ſhoulder. ( Amos 9.11, ) Help up with the fallen 4+ 


bernecle, And ye are to underſtand this fign ſo, as x. Though peo-| 


ple may beof different and imperfe& Light and Sentiments m ſome 
things ( 1 Cor. 13.9. ) Yetinthe main Truths and Concerns of the 


Church and Nation, they may, and ovght to beas oneman, (Thi | 
. '$. 13.,) N-tſtriving who ſhall hold the Candle, leaſt by their. ſtrug-F- 
ling they put it out, 2. That the wiſdom-of God may out-wit ks ; 
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 pleznot only prove the mean of Diſcovery ofthe hearts and pr 
F ofmany, (Lywke 2: 35.) But to be the occaſion of their more cl 
| ntting among themſelves; and this fire of Diviſion to feparat Hetero= 
| genials, and coogregat Homogenials, And 3, Phat this Union and 
# 


LO RS i an ke 3 nb 
- Devil and his Inſtenments, in making. the differen 


£ 


p « , | ate, i '2 : 
Fs Wy I: . 


_- 


Concord, a+ it is the Ornarent'and Beauty of a Soctery, fetiin Ma» 


| jeſty, (Etch. 9.20.) and makes them comely as Jeruſalem ; and as it 


| 


isthe ftrength and fafety of a Corporation, a ſhatr-of Arrows not be, 
ing broken ſo eaſily as ſingle ones : fo is ita Terrorunto Enemies, 
de them terrible as any Army with banners, and occafi- 


© ns Enernievto faint in cheiroppoſition, ſaying, {as inthe primitive 


times) Behotd, how they teve one another. And 3, It's a good fign ofa 


time when'there are ſome hopeful'beginnings- of Good breaking. up, 


reſembling the-voite upon the top of the Mulberry-trees, a Sam, 5. 


24 And'the little cloud like « mans hand ſeen upon thetop of mount Car- 


md, 1 King. r3 44.whichſipn is'fo to be urderſtood,as 7, Weare 
hot 16 Gefpſoxhi day offmal things, Zech. 4 10. © But 2. Tolook np- 
;on them as arles of, and ſo many fteps towards his Work, his ſtrange 
Work, his AR, his ſtrange A&, which ſha!l make' us all cry with 
ſhontmp,erace,grace unto it. And 3, AxGod mercifully engaging fome 
in#good Cauſe and Courſe, to the ſaving of their Souls, building of 
TFeir Houſes', and comfort at Death, 'he hath'by theſe beginnings, 
 wherein'ye have been inſtrumental, happily brought you over to his 
fide, "Wy I defire to be perfwaded, that he will never ſuffer you 
toretredtywhich-if ye doyhe hath a witneſs againſt you in theſe things, 
in'your own'Conſciences,that ye condemn your ſelves in theſe things 


that now yeallow. (4. ) Ye areto obſerve and underſtand the 


| viceto his'Church, Exod. 3. 10. From their common and ordinary 
ER” Em» 


1 


dark Providences of the times, with reference both ro Mercy and Judg- 
tent. Eccl. 8. 5. 4 wiſe mans heart diſcerneth both time and judg- 


| wert. And 1. With reſpe& unto mercy, obſerve and” underftand, 
1. How the Lord doth great worksby ſmallmeans, Deborah, Judges 


5.A weak woman, the worm Faceb, (Tſai. qt. 14.) Threſhing moun- 
tains Rams Horns, ( Toſh. 6.4.) bringing down high walls 3 a Straw 


F in the hand of Omnipotency, will do great things. By unexpected 
theſ 


means, bringing fnſtramentsfrom afar, not thought upon, . to do ſer- 


Employments, as Gideon, (Fudge: 


them as David, ( Zech. 12. $.) And the. weak as an Angel of 
By no viſible means, Zech, 4, 6. Not by power, or by might, but by ay. 


Spirit, ſaith the Lord: Yeafrom the furnace of Affliction, Joſeph,brought | 
out of Priſon to Rule, and as many of you are lately come from your | 
Bonds to the Benſh. By contrary means,that would ſeem to deſtroy, 
Clay and Spittle, that of themſelves tend. to mar the ſight, yet apply. | 
ed by Chriſt (Fob. 9g. 6.) heal blind eyes; by afftliQion, to bring | 
about the D-liverance of his Church ; by darkneſs to bring light,and'} 
by ſcattering togather. Yea by means that have no rational or pro- 
bable connex1on with the effe&, what rational connexjon can, bei» | 


magined betwixt the King's not getting fleep, calling for a Book to 
Kin, &c. Efther 6 _ 2. _ 1% reg. the Church; 
yetthe Lord brings forth their Deliverance that way : a Drummerin 
his Drunkenneſs Ringing the Town Bell in Beziers in France, giving 
the Beſicged Proteſtants the alarm, juſt when their enemies T—_— 


fulting them, was anobſervable Proyidence. 2. How the Lordby | 


very impreſſions , and apprehenfions upon the Spirits of enemie, 
makesthem fly. when none purſueth, and one tochaſe a thouſand,and' 
two to put ten thouſand to flight, a famous inſtance whereof ye haye 
in Judges 7:.13-. A Dream ofa fellow, that a barley cake yas tum- 
bled into the Hoſt of the Midianites , makes them all run MFing,this 
15no other but the ſword of the Lord,and of Gideon 3. the Sun ſhining ups 
on the Waters, put an impreſſion uppn the Moabztes to their ruin, 
2 Kin.3, 22. ©c. which makes the overthrow of enemies ſo ea 
ſie, ( whereof we in our time have had pregnant proof ) that 
as Nahum 3. 12. Their ftrong Cities fall as ripe figgs into the 


wouth of the eater, and their valiant captains melt as. graſboj- 


pers in a Sunny dey, 2, How the Lord makes things fall out con- | 


trary to what his enemies defign, and in all humane appearance.may 
expeR. The Lord as Ia, 24. 25. turning wiſe men backward, and 
evidencing that the, deceived ( Fob 12. 16. ) and deceiver- are his, 
and turning the Counſcls of Achitophels to fooliſhneſs, As for obey 

the 


6, 1 L.) from the Threſhing-fl nor; . [ow 
and from his enemies, as Cyrus ,- ( Iſai, 45.1, /) To leoſethe loinzgf. | 
kings, and break the gates of braſs, and elevating them above their ar. || © 
dinary ſphere and ability, to do exploits, making the feeble among x 


EOS og ng whe cr ES ES SW D-S= SS  OSSMSEOTESRSH "Y 


i ff HO T9] Fa 
;. | the People of [Far] would have a King, to put them in a happycon 
| dition, like other Nations ( 1 Saw, 8. 5. ) But that King deftroy- 
- | ed their Nation, and David behoved to bear up the Pillars thereof, 
| "The Church baniſhed from Jersſalew, on purpoſe todeſtroy it, 4&s 
| 1x- 19, 20. And was a very probable mean to effeftuar the defign, 


vj. | but that baniſhment of the Church, proved the preſervation of the 
"Church, when Fer«/alew was deſtroyed. And Part bound that he 

7 might not Preach, Phil, x, 12, Buthis Bonds do Preach, and tend 
of, | +to the furtherance of the Goſpel. -4. How the Lord brings down his 
- | Enemies, when their ſtrength is-greateſt, their Combinations ſtrong- 
1 "eſt, and their Confidences higheſt, Nah. x. xo. Wher they were 
'} drunken as the drunkard ( with ſucceſs ) and folded together as thorns, 
& | ( by combinations, confederacies and ſtrength ) ther ſhall they be de- 
* -wured as Stubble fully dry, Yea 5. How the Lord brings the darkeſt 

to | hour upon a Church, immediately before her delivery, and® takes 
1 | "her-Furnace hotter in the very' carryirig on of her deliverance. As 
' -fiired with the Church in &Zbers time, and in 84bzlon. And that 
484 ſtrange word in Mic. 4+ 10: Be in pain and labour to bring forth, 
for ye ſhall go tos Babylon, and there be delivered, making their light 
to ſhine out of obſcurity. And I may allude to that Word, Iz; 21. 
'  #t, watch-man, what of the night? watch-man, what of the night ? 
The watch-man faid, The worning cometh, and aljo the night. There 
may beadark Night before the Morning, and even darkeſt immedi- 
ately &gfore the break of day, And 2. Ye are to underſtand theſe 
dark Ffovidences, with reference to Judzments, as well as mercies. 
Jer. 8, 7. The flork in the heavens knoweth ber appointed times, and/the 
furtle; and the cran, and the ſwallow obſerve the time of their coming, but 
muy people know not the judgment of the Lord, And as to this, ye are to 
underſtand, -x. That the'Lord with'variety of outward Judgments, 
oftimes ſmites a ſinful People,he hath many fickles to cut down a Nas 
tion, when they are rype, by abounding, and being impudent, and 
obſtinat in ſin, Foel 3. 13. Zach. 5. 1. And in bis Soveraignity, 
he changes them at his pleaſure. And 1n order to this, he fitteth In. 
ſtruments to execut his wrath, and prepares them for doing his plea. 
' fure. Ia, 13, 3. [ have called my JanBified ones, 1 have commanded my 
mighty ones for mine anger ; and A Toa Judgments ſome way 

2 \f » 


wo the fin. of. a People, that they. who..run may. read; fot-whilt-the 
Lcrd ſmitteth them, when they that ſpoil are ſpoiled, &+, 21 That. 


the Lord doth ſometimes inſenfibly conſume a People, by fpiritug] 
and invilible Judgements, ſending -a-moth -among them, Bo.s, v2 

{ will be as. a, moth to. the houſe if Judah, and as rottenneſs to the puſs.of 
-1/rael.. And making gray hairs to be here and thereupon themy(b 


7..9. ) tho they knew it'not. This 1s worthy of your ſearch, and . 


ſtudying to underltand, how: the Lord ſecretly. and inſenſibly, by 


Spiritual. Judgments waſtes a NationzJudgments come, and the noiſe. 
of their feet 1s not heard, they are efieQually, tho inſenfibly deſtroy- 


&d. O ſtrange ! A Peopleſhin,' and the ſword'not ſeen, andtheſhor 
not heard,. but in bis wrath they pine away, by his deſerting of them, 
Mic... 3. 4- By harCning their hearts, blinding their eyes,and fatning 


their hearts, [/2, 6.9, By giving them gp to ſpiritual barrennels;b zeh, 


47.43. And to ſtrong delufions, 2 7 heſ. 2, 12. And by letting them 

run on in, fio, without reproof or, correQion, I. 1, 5, Hof, qrorg, 

And by many. other {ſpiritual plagues, which, makes thi caſe-the: fag- 
der, that notonly, as | have ſaid,” they conſume inſenſibly, but they 
are both, fins and judgments, 4wos. 4. 4. Yea ( if not timoully pre- 
vented by turning to the Lord ) they may+prove the (ad- earneſt of 
hell and damnation,as 4n that. torecited place, 2 Theſe 2: 12. That jhey 
all might be damned who. believe not the truth. And 3.11's worthy of your 
ſtudy to underſtand, how that-L91b. at laſt ( if a People-prove'in- 
corrigible ) turns intoa £zon, and a Leopard, Hoſ. 13, 7. Tdyrefore [ 
will be unto them as a lyon, 'and as aleopard by the way will 1 obJtrvethem, 
Aud how. theLord by outward and-vilible.ftrokes deſtroyes aNatian, 
Jer. 1,44, 1.2.4 will con ſame there Ly the ſword, and. by famine, and\ bythe 
Ppeſtilence, (: 5.) You are to. labour to. underſtand the greaterdsand 

deſigns, thatthe Lord is driving on, by theſe times and providences 
that paſs over a Peoplez And if ye obſerve narrowly, ye will find, 
I. That by all theſe Providences, .4n the latter: days he 1s removing 
theſe things that are { oras ſomeread,it may be, )\ ſhaker, es of things that 
ere made, that the things which cannot be ſhaken, may remain, 2. That 
heis making way for tbe utter ruin and fa}l of Antichriſt and Pope- 
ry, in all the forms of it, that not ſo much as a rag of that whore may 

. Temain,: Rev, 18. 2, And his Church fing a triumph, Babyloy4he 
; | great 
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NO great is fallew, is failen, And 3. Sa be 1s carryiog, on theeſtabliſh-- 
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xt. T- 

ment of Zion, upon her. right Baſis* and Foundation, 1/2. 14. laſt 
v.lWhat ſþall one anſiver the meſcenger of the nations, That the Lord hath 
fognaed Zion,and the poor of the people ſhall _ in( orasin the Heb. be- 
take themſelves unto ) #,Andif theſe greatEnds be carried on byPro. 
viderices, It mattersnot,much, cho'you,'ard T, and others, miſs*br 
own particular, and {lf Ende; And 6; I would” propoſe to "you 
the underſtanding of the Times, which the Text relates unto» 
And if, there be any paralelF betwixt 1t and our Times, it is 
not [, bat Scripture, and Providence, the great Commentary on 

Scripture, that hath made it. Andif ye will ſearch into the caſe of 
the Text, ycu will tind,'t, That Saul, David's Father in Law was 
now dead,and the Throne vacand,' 2, Abzer, and his Command thare- 
he had over theTribes,was now removed out of the way, by theLord's 

remarkable hand, 2. Sam. 3, 30. 33- 3. David was now magnified 

among the People by his vittories over'the Philiiines, his pious car- 

rage, ard his zeal for the ark of the Lord, and againſt-Idolatry,and 

forthe publick good of the Land," v. 18. of this chap.” * 4.” The time 

of the Promiſe, tor making David King,was now at hand to be fulfil. 
led. 2 Sam. 3.9, 10. 5. Therewas a Spirit of Zeal for this work, 
moving all the Tribes, they flock one after another, to.the work, 
as here in this chap. v, 27, 38. It's ſaid, They came. all with 4 perfed 

heart, 10 make David King over Jſrael, and allthe reſt alſo of Tjrael were: 
of one heart to make David King,until) as v. 22. they were a great hoſt, 
as the hoft of God, - 6. There were both open and ſecret Enemies to- 
this great work, of making David King, if ye will conſider what is 
fad, in 1 Xirzg. 12. 16. and.in v. 17. of this chap. And” 7. When 
ever David came to the Crown, he gave orders to bring back the 
Ark to its right place, And in the following chap. to this 
Text, ye ſee what orders, after conſultation with the Leaders and ' 


Captains, he iſſues forth, to bring again the Ark of God, for ( ſays he ) 


we inquired not at it in the days of Sant, Yea 8, In this JunCture, there 
were that gave the Ark a wrong touch, which Kindled the Anger 
of the Lord againſt him, ſee », 9. of the chap.next to this Text, And. 


Tmuſt in the 9g. andlaſt place add, That whenthe Ark was brought 


home, ſeveral remarkable things tollowed, As David the King his 
| carnal 


2 I | ; #4 
carnal fear, to bring it to his own Cicy, v. 12,13. of the following 


Chaptcr. The great confirmation of the Kingdom upon him,by the | 


Lords ſignal appearances in his behalf, according to his Promiſe, by 
forrcign Confederacies and kindneſs, by a numerous Family, andby 
vidories over his Encmics, As in 1 Chror. 14, 1, 2, 10, 14, Ge, 
And at laſt, afcer ſeveral ſtoxs and lets, the Ark is brought with 
ſhouting, unto it's own place the City of David, z Chron, I5, 28, 


And the called and appointed Officers of the Lord are ſet to wait on | 


it, and nofoul fingers to touch it, 1 Chrow. 16, 37, &c. And the 


and not till then cometh peace, and allthe people return to their houſy, 


and David returned to bleſs his houſe, v. 43; There are many other 
things in times, that ye ought to underſtand, bur leaſt I exceed the 


bounds of a Sermon, I forbear to mention them, and comes to the | 


laſt thing I propoſed in the method of this DoQtrine. | 
II, What way may People beſt come to underſtand the Time; # 
Anſw. 1. By Conſulting the Word of God, which is the beſt Key to 
unlock Providences and Times, #0 1be law and to the teſtimony, 1h, 
8. 20, and as Aſaph,when he was puzled with a fingular Providence, 
Pal, 73. 16, 17. he went into the SanQuary wy, reſolved, and 
there was cleared as to the Times and Providences he was tryſted 
with, The Lords voice cryeth'unto the city, ( Mic. 6. 9.) andihe man 
of wiſdom ſhall know thy name, 2. Labour to have the work of Grace 
and Repovation thorow and clear without Clouds, for the Image 
of God in a man is of ſuch a nature, that it hath ſomething in it an- 
ſwering ( as Faceto Face in a Glaſs) to all the revealed Will of God, 
and to its great and beſt Interpreter Times and Providences; and 
the more powerful and lively Grace be in its ACtings, the more 
infight you will have both in his Word and Works, Fſal. 25. 14, 
the ſecret of the Lord is with them that fear him, &c- 3. Compare 
former Times and Providences in their Nature and Circumſtances 
with preſent Times and Diſpenſations,and that will give more Light 
in what ſeems hid and obſcure to you, Pſal, 77. 5. Conſider the day! 
of old and the years of antient times, and bring them home to the pre. 
ſent Caſe, and it may help you to know the Viſion, fic, 6:5. 
Remember from Shiltim to Gilgal that ye may know the righteouſneſs of the 


Ford. 4. Imploy by Prayer Chrit Jeſus to open the Book of _ 
a 


<T 


ES 


E 


— Lo $-4Y 
&” ' 


FEEDS SS 


ft 


| Cry 1: 
and Providences to you, for he is worthy todo it, Rev. 5.2. When 
'g0 forward and he is not there, and backward but cannor per- 
ceive him, on the left hand where he doth work, but cannot behold 
him,and on the right hand, but ye cannor ſee him 3 then ply the Du- 
of Prayer, for the right management of that Duty hath given. 
at Light to the Saints in dark and difficult times, ſal. 77. 29. 
when the Lords way is in the ſee, and bis paths in the deep waters, yet 


Prayer will be a mean to diſcover his Goings,and lay open his Mind - 


in thew- 5. It. ye would rightly underſtand Times, beware of. 
Prejudices,at, and raſh Cenfuring of Times and . Providences, as if 
ye Were wiſer than God,or could amend what he hath done; whoart 

thou O man that chargeth God fooliſhly, and findeth fault with the 


| Almighty, the wiſe Counſeller and excellent Worker, Ye ought 


ta ſubmit your Will to His, and neither to cenſure nor quarrel His 
Ways, but ſay as Pſalw 18, 23. This is the doing of the Lord, and, 
marvellous in our Eyes. I remember what is recorded that Luther. 
faid to Melazchton, when he was ready to cenſure the Times, as feem-- 
ing to threaten the ruine of the Church, eMonendus eft ifte Philippus 
ut.definat eſſe mundi gubernator,. Let Melanchion ceaſe ( ſays he) to 
govern the World. Men when they overlook a ſupreme over-ru> 
ling Hand at the Helm of Providences, are ready to cenſure them, 
It was a ſevere Conſtruction that Porphzry put upon the [/raelites 
paſting through the Red-Sea, and the Egyptians . being drowned, 
That they took the advantage of a low Water, as if the Ebb there had 
ever been ſogreat or better known to Strangers than Natives, And. - 
Neh.. 4. 2. Wheat do theſe feeble Jews ? And 6. [f ye would under- 
ſand the Times, ye muſt not take alight overly view of them, but 
ye muſt look attentively upon them,and-pry into chem, Pſal. 107.23, 
ye muſt look and look again 'on them. His Works are ſought out - 
(Pſal. 211. 2.) of them that take pleaſure inthew, © Ye mult look 
both fides (to ſpeak fo) of this Book, and ye will find what is 
dark on the one fide of the Leaf is clear on the other 3 on the one 
lide ye may perceive nothing but .Wrath, Trouble, Contution, 
Hell,, Death, &*c. but if ye will turn over, ye may fee, Love, Peace, 
Order, Heaven, Glory, yea, ye muſt wait upon the time of bringing - 
forth, and patiently expe the reſult 5 for what ye ſee not now, ye 


(hall 


penſations, and there” is a Month of bringing forth, and tee i'the 
Kaith aud Patience of the Saints. ! 

De@. 2. Thar the right underfianding of Times is very conttiby- 
tive tothe decir dilcovety, hd ſeaſonable performance of the proper 
duties which are called for inthele times. ng 2p: 

That 1 may reriderthis Truth ufeful ro you, I ſhall r. Give you 
ſotne things in the general for Explieation. 2, Show you what ae 
the propet Duties of this rime and junQure we are fallen ynder, 
3, What Motiyez may petſwade to the diligent and ſerious perfor- 
mance of theſe Duties. And 4, How the right diſcerning of our 
times do contribute to the diſcovery and prattice of theſe Daries: 
And it your time will allow, IT hall make ſome Application ofall, 

[- In the general for Explication, ler theſe things be conſidered. 
1, Every time caſteth up its proper and ſeafonable Duties, and hot 
only the luſtre and beauty of Duty, by imbracing the right ſeaſon of 
it,is made to ſhine as an Apple of Gold ina Piture of Silver;burmuch 


of the ſucceſs or _ of 1t depends upon the right titneing” 
aith Solowmen ( Bcel, 3, 11,) is beautiful in its | | 


of it ; Every thing, 
ſeaſon; miſ-timed Duties as they are-uneafie to others, and unacce 
table to God, ſo are they of dangerous conſequence both ro the 
Church and the Perſons themſelves, 2, As evety time, foevery 
Perſon in the Church and State have proper Duties incumbent to 
them,according to their ſeveral! Capacities, Stations and Talenrs;for 
4dvancing the glory of God, and ſecuring their own Rappinels, and 
in order thereto, patticularly tor preſervation and tranſmitting 'of the 
Goſpel and its Ordinances to Poſterity, that chrongh your care, the 
Children that are yer unborn may praiſe his Name, ' 3, The Lotd 
doth ordinarily Spirit ſome men for the Duties ot their crime, andin. 
4 more than ordinary way furniſh them with Gites and Endowments 
for 'their Generatioh- wotk, elevating them above what they are in 
ordinary," and railing their Spirits ( Day, 11.32.) #0 do exploits, 
making the feeble as David, and the weak as an angel of God, 2.Its 
rare to find Aing and Duties of 7iwes fingle and pure without the 
woful mixture of Self-Intereft , a ſour Leayen that hath ſpoiled 
many glerious Aciogs and heavy Sufferings : Butot this more _ 
_. aſter, 


ſha!l ſe hereafter; - Times are with'Child of mariy Truths mdDip. | 


— 
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| ater, and therefore ye will ind the duty of Sell-denyal pot io the | 
1 [midſt ( Luk 9. 23.) betwixt Doing and Suffering, to ſhew thar 


none of them can be cleanly without it, 5, In the point of Duty 
and Acting, Times and Proyidences are not to be our Rule, Sin is 
fill Sin, and Duty is ſtill Duty, tho Providence ſeem ſometimes 
to favour the one and diſcountenance the other. for as Eccleſ, 9, 2, 
there is one event to the Righteous and to the Wicked, &c, and 
therefore make the Word, and not fiogle Providence, the Square 
of your Duty, Providences alone without the Word are dangerous 
Guides, And 6: Tho there be orcinarly a ſtrong inclination and 
benfil in Zions Friends rowards Ating, yer the Church hath ever 
thriven becter under Suffering than Acting, Ad, 11, 21, And as 
their Prayers and Tears haye been their beſt Armour, ſo their Teſti- 
mony and Blood hath been their greateſt Trophies and ViRtory, Rev, 
12,11, they overcame by the blogd of the Lamb , and the word of 
thetr teſtimony, for they /oved not their lives wnto death. 

II. I preſume by vyertue of my Commiſſion from the King of 
kings, to lay before your Grace their Majeſiies High Commiſhoner, 
and this Honourable Houſe of Parliament, theſe particular Dunes, 


+ Which our t1mes, being well underſtood, obviouſly call for, and ſhall 


make no other 4pology tor wy freedom in preſſing them, than the 
obligation thar lyes on me to be zealous for the Lord of Hoſts, and 
2s | was never before ( being bur as one born out of time ) in ſuch: a 
Capacity,ſo it may be Inever again have theopportunity of preaching 
before ſuch an Honourable «4uditory, (x) Our times upon 2 nat- 
row and ſpiritual ſearch call aloud to this Duty, that io areeling and 
uncertain time every one ſhould ſecure their Souls, and put that in 
ſure keeping, I Pet. 4. 19. wherefore let them that, &c, commit 
the keeping of their ſouls to him in well- doing 4s unto a faithful Crea- 


' tor, The excellency of the Sou), the price Chriſt payed for Souls, 


the pains that Satan takes to deſtroy theſe, and the irreparableneſs 
of the loſs not being-co be made up |'y gaining the whole World, 
plead ſtrongly tor this 5 and the Souls of great ones being within 
the reach ot that word, 1 Cor, 1.26, wot many wiſe,net many neble, &C. 
and obvious to greater and mo temptations ate in greater hazard than 
others, And therefore in this uncertain time, 1 obteſt yo, that 

C ye 
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ye ſecure your Souls, by getting an fatereſt in Chriſt Jeſus, thatlot, | 


what ye will ye may not loſe that, which cannot be recovered at the 
race of all the World, and that it times of trouble come upon'yey 

ye may not be both afflicted here,and damned hereafter. (2) That 
ye guard againſt Apoſtacy and Defeftion from the Truth and W; 

of God, (* wherein he hath mercifully engaged you ) by falling 
into Idolatry, Profanity and Oppoſition, to the righteous ways of 
God, 1 Joh. 5. 21. Little children,keep your ſelves from idols, and be 
not of them that draw back, ( Heb. 10. 39. ) leſt his Soul take ng 
pleaſure in you; for few Apoſtats recover, or if they do, many of 
them have bitter Agonies of Spirit,and are a very Hell to themſclye 
| before they be put among the Children again. Andif Popery and 


other Corruptions now caſt out by you be imbraccd again,they will | 


bring with them ſeven worſe Spirits than before 3 O do not fiwee 
the Houſe (Mat. 12.44.) for the Devil's return again,and it will be 
a ſtrange thing to ſee rational men, ( let be protclled Chriſtians ) 
ſo prodigal of their Souls, Conſciences,Relations, Eſtates and Bodies, 
as to thirſt and long to be back again to Fgypt, have ye forget the 
Burdens and Bondage ye were formerly under? will ye again return 
to Babylon? O ! for the Lord's ſake, hate the Whore and all her Raps 
ſpotted with the Fleſh, I tremble to think what may be' the ſad 
Conſequence of returning again with the Dog to the Vomit, and 
with the Sow to the Puddle ; that's a ſevere word in Joſh. 24.20. 
If ye forſake the Lord: and ſerve other gods, then he will turn and do you 
burt, and conſume you after that he hath done you good, (3) Labourto 
perfeR the Reformation ye have happily begun, and 1s greedily expe- 
Red, And that ſpeedily, in the firſt place, Commanc(as 1n Bz.7.23.) 
that whatſoever is commanded by the God of Heaven, be diligently 


done for the Houſe of the God of Heaven, Reformation ought tobe | - 


thorow, and not by Halves or ſinful Mixtures, Hoſ. 7.8. Its a ſad 
mark put upon Samarza,King.17. 33. That they feared the Lord and ſer- 
wed their own gods, and ſwearing by God and by Maicham ( Z eph,15) 
ſtreaches out his arm ſti]l with tury againſt a Nation 3 it's a reproaci 
_ upon a People to halt between God and Baal, 1 King, 18. 21" þ 
the Lord be God, follow him; but if Baal,then follow him. And it'sa pet 


petual-ſtain upon Fehu"s Reformation : That tho: he deſtroyed = 
an 


: 


and his Prieſts, &c. yet he departed not from the fins of Jeroboam, 
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to wit, the Golden Calves at Dan and Bethel, 2 King, 10, 28 29. 
Let Reformation, I ſay, be perfeR, and throw to the Door all that 
belongs tothe Whore,even the raggs ſhe hath left behind her,for an 
errand to return again - And let none of Babels curſed Timber or 
Stones be taken to build the Lord's Houſe with. And let it be done 
ſpeedily, Ezra 6. 13. They went about the building of the Wall 
ſpeedily. Let it not be put off by carnal Policy, or Worldly Re- 
ſpe&s, ſaying, as Hag. I. 2, 4+ It 7s not time to build the Lords Houſe, 
the time is not come, Thol confeſs there is a vaſt difference betwixt 

ous Prudence, which ſhould order all your Aﬀairs, and carnal Po- 
licy, which will but defile and marr your Work. For men may ap- 
prehend, that if they ſhould go onto the ſettling of the Government 
of the Church, or any piece of Reformation preſently, many would 
fall off, and affairs would not ſucceed ſo proſperouſly. But let me 
perſwade you, that ye will find che contrary to be true, if ye will 
conſider 1. That the Policy of this kind which Feroboam uſed, 1 Kings 
12, 26, and which the Fews followed, Joh. 11. 28. brought the ſame 
very evils upon them which they feared, and ihought by their carnal 
Policy to avoid , For Jeroboam had laid down this Principle, that 
no Idol no King, even as ſome conclude with as little reaſon, #0 Biſhop, 
no King; And the Fews were by their carnal wiſdom fixed in this, 
That Chriſt and the Goſpel, and their peace and ſafety could not con- 
fiſt together : But both their meaſures failed them, and that which 
they feared, and thought by their carnal Policy to evite, came upon 
them, 2. If ye will conſider that good King Hezekiah was not guid- 
ed by this carnal Policy in his reformation, 2 Kirg. 18. 4, But in the 
firſt year of his reign (which I pray and hope our King ſhall make the 


parallel of ) removed the high places, brake down the images, cut down 


the groves, and brake in pieces the brazen ſerpent, ( tho Moſes made it } 
and called it Nehuſhtan, And that which in this affair was his beſt 
policy, ye have in the 5 verſ. He truſted in the Lord God of Iſrael. 
And 3. It ye will confider what Latker that famous Reformer faith, 


That th:re are three great hinderances of Reformation, Security among - 


the people if God, ſecret ireachery of enemies, and carnal policy in manag- 


ers of he work, . For to offer to cure the diſorders of the Church by 
C 2 carnal 
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carnal wiſdom, and to determine rhe great controverſies of Relipian 


by humaye Realon, 1s cu ratione &* ſapienti2 inſanire,to go mad with 
Wiflow and Reaſon. AudT have read what Livy ſaith, That car 
nal policies are in their contrivement pleafant, in their management 
difficult, and intheir ifJue {xd to them that uſe them, and will leaye 
them with that ſad lamentation of that great Polititian Tu4y, whoſe 
Policy had kept him in Place & Honour,(if I remember)in the timegf 
four Emperors, yet at his end cryed out, O me miſerum, &- nunquan 
beatum. It muſt needs then be a wicked Maxim which ſome Father 
upon Matchiavel, That all the Laws and things of God ave to be ſubjec. 
ted and ſtoopto ( that which they call ) Reaſon of State. ( 4. ) Irs a 
duty of our times, if weunderſtand them right, to crucitie that grand 
Idol Self; And all ſelf-ends and intereſts, when they come tn com- 
petition with Chriſt and his Truth, and when the caſe is, Chrii# oy 
Barabbas, O! How many worſhip this Idol Self, Phil, 2. 21. All 
feek their own, not the things of Jeſus Chriſt. Bat the voice of our times 
toyou, Moſt Noble Patriots,is not to ſeck great thinfs for your ſelf with 
Baruch, Jer, 45. 5. But with cMordecai,Efth. 10. 3. to ſeek always 
the wealth of your people, and labour for a more Publick Spirit : Moſer 


and Payl ſeem to lay their Soul and part of Hzaven in Pawn for the 


glory of God, and delivering of the Church; W1ll ye prefer your 


little Stock to the fatery of the whole Cargo and Veſlel ? O curled. 


Self, away with it, away with it, crucifie it, cracifie it, You were late- 
ly by a great Light of this Church, exhorted to prefer Jeruſalem to 
your chief joy3 and I hope the impreffion of it abideth wirh you. 
For x. It is a Spring and Source of many evils, from whence flows 
our Pride, Ambition, Covetouſnefs, Vanity, ©. but from this ? rhey 
are all the Children of this curſed Mother, and if ye do nor flay ths 
Idol, ye will not have a heart to lift at the fallen Tabernacle, or to 
help to ſet onthe Crown on Chrift's Head, 2. lt isrhe foſtering and 
feeding of this Idol Self, that is the fad occa(ion of all thoſe breachcs, 
diviſionsand animoſities that are amongſt a people 3 for according to 
the frameof their Idols, ſo are all their Methods taken, and ſome have 
an Idol of one*ſhape, and ſome of another, and according to that 
Mould, ſo are zl! theic aings to ſupport it. And 3. This ſelfiſh dil- 


*. poſition and temper, as it doth caule the enemy to blaſpheme, and 0- 
pens 


—— 
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nsthe mouths of the wicked to ſay, lo this is the man that pre- 
tended ſo highly for Chrift, now he hath left him , when he hath 
drawn his Stake , or he hath left him becauſe he cannot mount 
up to preferment that way, and gain nothing from that quarter; ſo 
hath it provoked the Lord to cut down theſe ſelf-intereſts, that men 
have preferred co Chriſt, and his Intereſt, how many Crowns hath 
this made to totter, and fall to the Ground, becauſe they ſought a 
Crown to themſelves, and not to Chriſt, And how many great and 
fair Houſes have been laid waſte,becauſe they built their ow2 Houſes, 
and let the Houſe of the Lord ly deſolat. Jeb his ſelf-ends (Hoſ. 1.43 
brought ruin upon him and his Houſe, and all his policy could not 
prevent it, he that ſaves himfelt this way,ſhall loſe himſelf. 5. They 
that rightly underſtand our times, will find that moderation, and 
ſobriety is one of the great duties of it, Phil. 4. 5. Let zour wode- 
ration be known to ell men, &c. winding up of Inſtruments to the 
higheſt Peg, doth not only marr the Harmony , but breaketh 
the Strings, Let not the Stretches of former times, edge you 
to the ſame methods. You know who it was, who being inquired, 
what was the beſt way of governing Kingdoms? wrot only in return, 
upon a large Paper,at a great diſtance from other,three times, Modas, 
Modus, Modus, moderation, moderation, moderation. The Records 
of experience ſhow us, that violent Adminiſtrations, and running 
things to the height, have not been long-lived, Ommis felicitas ad cul- 
zen produGta Retrogreditur , &+ nihil violentum durat. And 6. The 


| Daty of our Times ſeems to be, that ye ſhould lay ſuch ſure and la- 


| ſting Foundations , as not only theſe two ſtrangers 1n our Land, 


 Righteveſneſi and Peace, ( Pſa!, 85. 10.) may meet and kiſs one ano- 


therz but that they may live together, and be perpetuated to 
the generations to come, that the Children yet unborn may bleſs youz 
As wetn this time do bleſs you in the Name of the Lord, and from 
the Houſe of our (70d, for what ye have donealready. Go on then, 
[ fay, againſt whatſoever oppoſition, either from Enemies, or falte 
builders, and lay fuch a fare Baſis, that after-Generations may build 


| upon itz hear that word in Zech. 8, 9, Let your hands be Strong , ze 


that hear in theſe dazer, theſe words by the month of the Prophets , which 
were in ile day that the foundation of the bh; uje of the Lord was laid, that 
the Temple might be built, I IL. Let 
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Ii. Let me preſs theſe Luties of our times upon you by ſome 


Motives.1.The Concerns ye have among your hands in thistime are | 


great » your Grace, and this Honourable Court of Parliament;haye 
not only the Matters of an Earthly King, whom God hath ſingled 
out todo Exploits for him among your hands, for which ye are 6. 
liged, ( as ye have already done) toevidence a great deal of care 
and zeal: butye have under your care and tutory Chriſt's own Brig, 
ſhe is atender Virgin, and hath yet but little Breaſts, ſhe hath been 
wounded in the houſe of her Friends, as well as by Enemies, and 
ſhe is not yet heal, her Wounds are yet bleeding , for the Lord 
ſake prove to her as the compaſhionat Samaritan, Luke 10. 34, Bind 
up her Wounds, pour Oyl into them, and take care ofher z ſhe is 


Nobly- Born, ſhe is a King's Daughter, ( B/al. 45. 13.) Newcone |* 


from her Baniſhment ; and for her Father's Bleffing, for her Bride. 
groom's Bleſſing, and for her own Bleſſing , who 1s ready to periſh, 
deal kindly with her, and be faithtul Tutors to her. Yea, ye have 
Chriſt's Crown, his Glory among your hands, and if you takeaway, 
or ſuffer one Jewel ot it to be los'd or rob'd, not only your Eſtates 
and Lives, but your Souls may go for itz for he will not give hisGlo- 
ry to another, nor ſuffer any to wear a Pearl of his Diadem, with. 
out evidences of his Anger and Diſpleaſiire againſt them 2, Re- 
' member,that though ye be as Gods, ( Pſal. 82, 6.) yet yemuſt dy as 
men, your Breath isin your Noſthrils , as other mens, and theres 
fore carry ſo in the Truſt ye have among your hands, as that ye may 
be deſired when ye live , and lamented when ye die. A Heathen 
could fay, Si bonaw famam ſervavero. jat exo Felix z and there wasnot 
any thing more reckoned a plague among the Heathens, than todie 
unlamented, and their memorial to be buried in obſcurity, or remain 
in Infamy : And 1 believe there is not a man in this Houſe, who 
would not think himſelf extreamly miſerable to be withJehoiakim(fer. 
22, 19. ) buried with the burial ofan AG: Think but ſeriouſly what 
Epitaph may be Written on your Tomb, and what Diſcourſes may 
be of you when yeare gone, Here lies a man that was never & Friend 
to Chriit or bis Intereſt , | 
perſecuter of Chriſt, his Truth aud People. I have read of Lewis the 


Il, } 


now he is dead, but he was an oppoſerand. 


Fl 


11. King of Fraxce , that he counterfeited himſelf to die, to ſeeif 
his Court would lament him, and honour his Death with their Tears, 
or if they would rejoyce that they were freed of ſach a Governour. 
It certainly concerns you to acquit your ſelves faithfully in your Truſt, 
that ye may live deſired, and die lamented, and to bave the Genera= 
tion following you to the Grave with ſuch a Lamentation, 2 King. 
2.12. Ah 1* my father the Chariots of Ijrael,and the Horſe-men thereof; 
and to remember what that great Cardinal Wolfey ſaid, when-dying, 
That if he had ſerved (God as faithfully as he had done the King, he had not 
been in that mijery. And dyingis not all, but ye muſt give an account 
of your Stewardſhip, and Talent, and Duties belonging to this pre- 
ſent ſtation, in which ye are placed, andthe opportunities of doing 


- ſerviceto God, now put in your hands,and what will yeſay when ye 


ſhall be ſiſted at the general Aſſze before the Tribunal of Chriſt, to 
that queſtion, whatJuſtice and Vote gave ye to me and my afflited 
Church 1n the firſt Parliament of King Wiliam and Queen Mary,” in 
Scotland, was ye for me or againſt me? 3. Though ye ſhouldlive 
the courſe of Nature, yet ye may never have fo fairan opportunity 
todo good in your time, as ye havethis day , for it's rare fora Man 


to be twice high Commiſſuner, and but few are twice choſen to be 


Members of Parliament,of theſe whocome in by choice, and to whom 
it is not Hereditary; and this calls you, that while there is a price in 
your hand ( Prov. 17. 16.) to do good, labour to have a heart to 
it, that is, ſeriouſneſs, diligence, atfeQtion, courage and reſolution, 
for the work that God hath put in your hands,and carry ſoas yemay 
be free of ſad RefleQions, and after-Challenges, and late-Repentings;. 
for ſtulturs eſt dicere, non putabam, Ard:4 To perſwade you totheſe 
Duties of the time, conſider that the Lord is aloft, and mounted on 
his Conquering Horſe, ( Rev. 6. 2.) to do for you, do: ye not per- 
ceive him diſcovering the Plots, defeating the Councils of, and gi= 
ving you Vidory over your enemies, breaking them on their high pla- 
ces, and making them fall in the pits they digged for you, Higgaion, 
Selah. And fince he is ſo viſibly , and graciouſly doing tor you, will 
ye not do for him? I ſhall only add in the 5 and laſt place, That as 
the eyes ofthe Lord, his holy Angels, and all his people in this Land, 

yea: 


wa & 
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